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T0 h GRACE Ade 
a 1 „ ere 
Duke of Devonſbire. 
Sn, 0 c 1) 

J Avg received many Favours: 
om the Excellent Lady, \your 
Marber, I tbong li nin ſelf” 
% -bound by the Sacred Bandi, both of 
Fuſtice and Gratitude , to pay this De- 
ference and Regard to her Memory. 

It is but an imperfect Eflay upon 
her Fair Character, a very Faint Re- 
ſemblance of” her Atwirable Virtues , 
and u ants. much of that Art and Elo 
quence, which I might have given to it, 
if I had not been over-whelm'd with 
Grief for the L905 of ſo generous a: 
Patroneſs. | 
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which good Qualities, together with the 


Subject. Matter, make me Confident it 


will meet with a kind Acceptance at 
Tur Grace Hands. 
It gs of Right to Your Grace, 


and I humbly preſent it to You, wiſhing 


Jon Health, Honour, and Happineſs i in 


this World, and Eternal * in 


the N 10 to cole. | 
Tur G R A 0 K 5 
; | Moſt Dutiful and 
Py Obedient Servant, 


* this I can ſ F it, that 5 
it is a Faithful Narrative, free from 
| Nanuſeous Flattery, and well intended ; 


Foſepb Williamſon. 


Modeſt ESSAY 


UPON THE 


CHARACTER 


Of her late GRACE, the Dutcheſs- 
Dowager. of DEVONSHIRE. 


UCH Panegyricks. upon the Dead are al- 
ways commendable ; the Ends of which are, 

doing Juſtice. ro the Deceaſed, and provo- 
king the Emulation and Imitation of the. 


Living. When the Virtues of the Dead are ſo 


ſhining and excellent, as to juſtify, and even com-- 
mand an honourable Mention; and when the 
Knowledge of them may. prove a great Service 


to Religion, by kindling and inſpiring a Love 
and Imitation of thoſe Virtues, in the Hearts: 
of the Living; it would be an equal Injury, 
both to the Dead and Living, to ſuffer Obli- 
vion and Silence to cover and bury ſuch glo- 
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= mory is one Branch of the Reward of Virtue, 
andi it would be a Kind of Sacrilege to deny it to 
the Dead ; eſpecially. ro luck of the Dead, -whoſe 
"Modeſty was too delicate to permit the Praiſes 
of their good Deeds, while*they were living. 
= > Theſe Reaſons were, I doubt not, the true Foun- 
dation of thoſe honourable Regards, which the pri- 
_  mitive Church paid to the Memory of great and 
= - .vircuous Perſons, in a particular Manner: Which 
4 "ancient Uſage, ouriexcellenrChurch (ſtrictly con- 
-formable to the Primitive) retains in a more ge- 
neral Way, making, Mention of all Saints and 
Setvants of God, who. departed this Liſe in his 
rrue Faith and Fear, | 
Theſe, Things being premiſed, I ſhall attempt 
the glorious, Character af tllis good. and great 
Perſonage, after I have acquainted the Reader, 
Thar he is only to expect a plain and faithful Nar- 
rative, not {cr off in the Preſs of Wir and Elo 
I begin firſt, u here (if deparred Saints have 
any Knowledge of what is done by us poot Crea- 
tures here below) Ahe deſfres I ſhould begin, 
vic. From her ſoꝰ n Devotions to Almighry God. 


b She ſeem dito value moſt that hbnourable Pri- 
by. rilege” of her high Birch, the having a Mithüftet 
1 toqdy in her Family, daily, the excellent Licorgy 


cs Church: When the difcbverd a devot 
= Frame of Spirir, alike free from Careleſnefs or 
Aftcctation, her Attention went along with the. 
cersral-Partstof Prvine Sct vice; Whit re 
2 ust: * 


nous aud alluring petfections. A Bleſſed Me- ” x 0 ; 
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by the Reſponſes ſhe conſtantly made; and ſhe 
diſcover'd no Signs of Wearineſs or Diſtraction 


during the whole Office. 


An affectionate and fervent Warmth breathed. 


in her Addreſſes, and yet with ſo little outward 
Show, char it was caſy to ſee, that Religion fell 
with its whole Weight and Force in a manner up- 
on her Soul, and was chiefly imploy'd in regula- 
ting the ſeveral Powers and Faculties of herMind. 
She ſeem'd. to have made it her main Buſineſs to 
poſſeſs her Underſtanding with a deep Senſe of the 
Divine Excellencies, to bend her Will to a Love 
and Imitation of them, and to turn the whole 
Stream of her Affections upon God and Goodneſs. 
But though the Life and Soul of Religion had its 
Sear, where it ought, in her Mind; yer ſhe did 
not, for all that, caſt a Slight upon the decent Po- 
{tures of bodily Worſhip preſcribed by this Church. 
She ſeem'd duly apprized, that bodily Worſhip in 
the General had a ſufficient Foundation in the 


Word of God, which commands Chriſtians to wory 


| ſhip God with their Bodies and with their Spirits, 
which are God's. And that the Spiritual Gover- 
nors of the Church, who were charged to conſult 
its Edification , had ſufficicat Powers to. preſcribe 
the Geſtures of Devotion in God's Publick Wor- 
ſhip. She was aware that external Signs of De- 
votion convey a Train of Holy Ideas to the Mind, 
and ſerve to engage and fix the Attention of the 
Soul, to heighten rather than abate a devout Fer- 
_ Four, when managed without Pomp and Vanity 
Thar they are likewiſe an excellent Means of excis 
ting Devotion in others, eſpecially in Servants and 
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n perſons, who are more wrought upon by ſuch 


external Signs, which are accommodate to their 
Capacities, than by a naked Repreſentation of the 
Divine Perfections, which exceed the Compaſs of 
their Underſtandings. Hence ſhe ſtrictly conform'd 
her ſelf ro the decent. Ceremonies, of this Church, 
and never excuſed her ſelf from Kneeling and 
Standing at the ſeveral Parts. of Divine Service, 


' which call'd for ſuch Poſtures, but when her bo- 


dily Weakneſs made it, I think, I may ſay al- 
moſt impoſſible for her to obſerve them. In a 
Word, ſhe looked upon the few decent Rites of 
this Church as good and uſeful in their Order, 
though infinitely to be poſtpon d to the ſubſtantial 
Parts of Religion, ſuch as Faith, Repentance and 
Obedience, and accordingly placed them among 
things which were not to be omitted. 

And fo conſtant was ſhe, and daily converſant 
in thoſe Spiritual Exerciſes in her Family, ſo care- 
ful to ſet a good Example to all about her, and 
to give Countenance and Authority to Religion, 
that for the ſpace of Five or Six Years, that I 


had the Honour to. Miniſter to her, in the ſolemn 


Offices of Devotion, I don't remember that ſhe 
abſented her ſelf above Nine or Ten Times. She 
did not retain a Clergy-man purely out of Form, 
and to fer off the Grandeur of a Family, but to 
promote folid Piety, and to ſet home the Influ- 
ence of Religion upon her own Heart, and upon 
the Hearts of all about her. 

HFaving thus conſidered her pious Behaviour in 
her own Family, paſs we on now to view this Religi- 
aus Lady in the Houſe of God. And n. ou 
us 02 ealth 


© rx F 0 
Health gave her leave, it was her conſtant Cate 
to be preſent on Sundays,” and on the ſolemn Days 
in Let, to confeſs her Lord and Saviour before - 
Men; and to do all thar lay in her Power to bring 
| Glory to God, by ſpreading the Power of his Ho- 
ly Religion by her own'good and great Example: 
To own her Church-Memberſhip by expreſs Acts 
of Faith, Prayer, and Receiving the Holy Eu- 
chariſt: To join with the Chriſtian Society in 
imploring National Benefits, deprecating Natio- 
nal Judgments, and returning Thankſgivings for 
Common Mercies: And, in fine, to draw down, 
from the unexhauſted Fountain of all Good, heaven- 
ly Supplies for the Wants of his Univerſal Church. 
She was ſenſible that as many others might reap 
Benefit by her Example, ſo her ſelf might improve 
by the Example of other Holy Perſons ; — that 
the mutual Devotion of religious Worſhippers 
heighten and blow into a Flame the Divine Love 
and Holy Affiance of one another. And it was 
her Endeavour both to improve her ſelf by the 
Example of others, and to do all the Good ſhe 
was able upon others by her exemplary Piety, 
which was deep and ſubſtantial, without tlie leaſt 
Allay of Oſtentation and Vanity. The whole 
Powers of her Mind ſeem'd to be entirely taken 
up and employ'd, her Behaviour was Grave and 
Solemn, beſeeming that Auguſt Preſence, before 
whom ſhe pour d out her Prayers and Supplica- 
tions, Which ſhe did with that Ardour, as if her 
Soul ſoar'd up to Heaven in the ſweet Incenſe of 
the publick Prayers. She ſeem' d convinc'd, that 
publick Worſhip was 8 Means appointed 
* | 2 þ 


by 


dd to draw down large Supplies of his Grace; 
dior which Reaſon, the judg d it her Duty to wait 
upon God in his preſcribed Way, and to expect 

Spiritual Aids from him upon his own Terms. 
The Appſtle St. Paul counted it a Degree of A- 
poſtacy to be abſent from Religious Aſlemblies, 
and the was too converſant in the Word of God 
to be ignorant of this; and therefore muſt be 
afraid to bring ſuch a Guilt upon her ſelf, and to 
run the fatal Hazard of having God's Spirit with- 
drawn from her. She muſt likewiſe have often 
heard from the Miniſters of God's Word, that the 
Authority and Examples of the Great, in favour of 
Religion, was the moſt hopeful Means of bring- 
ing about 2 Reformation; and that without this, 
after all their beſt Endeayours, they deſpair'd of 
Reviving a languiſhing Religion, and of remeding 
the Corruptions and Degeneracy of the preſent 
Age: Theſe Complaints, from the Pulpic, the muſt 
be ſenſible, were but too juſt, and that therefore it 
nearly concern'd Perſons of her diſtinguiſh'd Rank 
and Condition, to put an end to ſuch Complaints, 
by exerting the Force of their Authority and Ex- 
ample for the Intereſts of Virtue and Religion. 
This ſhe, did, for her Part, vigorouſly and heartily, 
giving all poſſible Countenance to- God's publick 
Worhip by ter admirable Example, and devout 
Behaviour. Thoſe Servants, of God will therefore 
lament her Loſs, who were Witneſſes of her Piety, 
and inwardly. grieve and ſadly mourn, that Reli- 
gion . ſhould - loſe ſuch a Support in thoſe evil 
Days, when her Intereſts languiſh, and the Spirit 
and Power of Godlineſs is; conſined to ſo few 
Names. 85 | 8 They 
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They will likewiſe bewail her Loſs on their'own, | 
Account, whoſe Virtues and Graces were carried 
to an exalted Pitch by her heavenly Devotions, 
3 and ſparkled into a Flame by the enlivening In- 
1 fluence of her ardent Prayers. Such a deep Wound 
| Religion, and the Servants of God have received 
by her Death. | 
Paſs we on now to the private Devotions of this 
pious Lady. What I ſhall fay upon this Head, 
was related ro me by an unexceptible Witneſs, 
] who waired on her GRACE about Thirty 
4 Years : All which Time, Morning and Evening, 
| ſhe offer'd up her Prayers and. Praiſes to God,and 
put her ſelf under the Divine Protection. She be- 
gun and ended the Day with Offices of Religion, 
and confeerated Two Parts of it to her retir'd ſpi- 
ritual Exerciſes. Here, doubtleſs, ſhe laid open 
her Soul ro God, -acquainting him with all her 
Wants, and ſhewing him her Troubles. Here 
ſhe diſcloſed the Secrets of her Heart, and gave: 
her ſelf, up freely to the Tranſports of Divine 
Admiration, Adoration and Love. Here ſhe la- 
mented her Humane Frailties and Infirmities, and 
took Refuge from the Cry of thoſe, in the Merits: 
and Death of her Dear Redeemer. Here, laſtly, 
ſhe earneſtly prayed for the haſtening of God's. 
Everlaſting, Kingdom, which would put on end to 
this Vale of Sin and Tears, and introduce a glo-- 
rious State of Eternal Righteouſneſs and Bleſſed- 
nefs. Oh! could we bur at thoſe Times have 
ſeen the inward Motions of her Soul. What a 
Raviſhing Scene of Divine Love, Fear. Faith, i- 
ance and Reſignation, would have open d upon us! 
; ; What 
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_” What Treaſures of Goodneſs would have preſenc: 


ed themſelves to our View! What Humility and 
Abaſement of her ſelf! What Joy and Comfort 
ſpringing: ſrom the Senſe of her Saviour! What 
heavenly Deſiręes God-ward! What wonderful In- 
diflerency toward carthly Things! But ſhe deſired 
no Witneſſes of theſe ſecret Tranſactions, but God 
.and her own Conſcience; the Approbation and 
Applauſe of theſe were of greater Value with her, 
than the joint Suffrage of the whole World ; and 
theſe, without doubt, ſhe had, and found in them 
unſpeakable Comfort and Happineſs. | 
It muſt not be forgot in this Place, what is in- 
deed one part of her Religious Cloſet-Bchaviour , 
That ſhe ſpent ſome Part of every Day in reading 
Devotional Books; in theſe ſhe delighted much, 
and I think'I may ſay, of late Years, the confined 
her ſelf in a manner to thoſe alone. Biſhop Tay- 
lors Holy Living and Dying was the Book ſhe had 
a particular Veneration for, and it was ſcarcely 
ever long out of her Hands. Beſides, ſhe made ute 
_ of ſeveral other exccllent Books of Devation com- 
poſed by Proteſtant Divines. | 
. Theſe Books ſupply'd ro her Memory ſhort 
Views of Religion, Heavenly Thoughts and Me- 
ditations, and kept the Conſideration of the One 
Thing which is needful, always in fight. Books 
ſtuffed with impertinent Amuſements, which ſerve 
.only to divert the Mind from ſober and inſtru- 
_ tive Reflections, to indiſpoſe it for the Reliſh 
of heavenly Concerns, and to trifle away che 
precious Time of Life, which the had learn'd to 
imploy profitably and wiſely, from the * 
| o 
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of all ſuch Books ſhe religiouſly reſtrain'd her 
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Thus we ſee how well ſhe diſcharged her Duty 
to Almighty God: How ſhe ſer the Fear of him 
always before her Eyes, and walk'd before him in 
Uprightneſs and Integrity of Heart. In Publick . 
and Private {he wa# the ſame Devour Perſon, in 
her Cloſer, in her Family, in the Church of God, 


me conſtantly minded and laid to Heart the im- 


portant Concerns of Religion, and ſer her ſelf, with 
all her Might, to walk humbly with her. Maker, , 
and to do what is Righteous and Well-pleaſing in 
his Sighr. 

T am concern'd in Point, both of Juſtice and 
Gratitude , to remember in rhis Place, that ſhe . 
paid a ſpecial Regard and Deference to God's Mi- 
niſters, and treated them in a manner beſeeming - 


their Divine Miſſion. She feem'd to proportion 


her Reſpects ro them by thoſe ſpiritual Powers 
they derived from their Lord, and not by Univer- 
ſity Degrees, which are only Humane Diſtin- 
ctions, and to ſet a 1 Value upon the very 
Meaneſt of them; and I do not remember the 
leaſt Diſreſpect ſhown to my ſelf, or any other, 
either in Word or Action, all che Time I had the 
Honour to Miniſter ro her. The Miniſters of - 
God have therefore great Reaſon to mourn her 


Loſs in ſecret, as a publick Patroneſs of their Di- 


vine Miſſion in a wicked Age, wherein their Au- 
thority is vilified, their Sacred Characters ridicu- 
led, and That is befallen them, among Chriſtians, 
which was the ſeverc Portion dealt to the Apoſtles 


by Jews and Heathens, viz. to be reputed the 
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eum and Off. ſcouring of all Things, the very K N 
Fuſe and Dregs of the People. But this is r 
| Comfort, that our Reward will be more Ample 
3 from our Maſter; the more we are reproa d fot 
i his Name's Sake, and the harder our Lot is in 2 
ſinful Generation. ' 

1 ſhall now conſider this Excellent Lad 8 Be. 
haviour in the ſeveral Relations The ſtood in to 


| others. wg 
{\\ In the Firſt Place, She was remarkably a 10. 
Ving, obedient, and faithful Wife, careful to pre- 


ſerve the Honour of her Family unblemiſh'd;, and 
guarding againſt all Imprudencies and indiſcreet 
i Freedoms, which might bring it even under Suſpi- 
Th cion. She was eminently a Pattern of Conjugal 
i Fidelity, and of all other Duties belonging to a 
Wife; ſo char Malice it ſelf has nothing to re- 
| | proach her with on this Account. Her Conduct 
and Management of her Self in this. Relation, . is 
much to the Advantage of her Underſtanding, and 
+ - difcoverda well-pois d Judgment, which ever deter- 
min'd her in the molt difficult Caſes to act on that 
ſide where Virtue and Honour call'd her. I muſt. 
not paſs over here, how conſtant ſhe was in her 
Attendance on her Lord when he lay on his Death- 
Bed: How imporrunate ſhe was with God for his 
Recovery: What a Vail of Sadneſs her Fate then 
= wore : How careful ſhe was to ſend for a Reye- 
rend Prelate, whom the knew to be very accepta- 
ble to him, to pray by him, and to ti him 
on his Bed of Sichnels, to have the bleſſed: Sa- 
cCrament of Chrilt's Body and hp! ood adminiſtred 
co Him; and to omlit nothing which might contri- 
bute 


bore to che Spiritual Good and Salvation of his 
3 cious Soul. 
Secondly, She was ever a kind and indulgent 


EE Mother, nicely careful in the virtuous Education 


of her Children, and ſo paſſionately tender of 
them in any Sickneſs, chat ſhe peed her own 
Indiſpoſitions and Sickneſs, that ſhe might take 


Care of them. She was over-Joy'd at any good 


Fortune that befel them. So that when her virtu- 
ous and incomparable Daughter was married to 2 
worthy and good Gentleman, Sir Jahn Wentworth, 
Joy ſparkled in her Eyes, and the Raviſhments of 
Pleaſure ſhone out in every Look and Action. And 
never was the Love of a Mother repay'd with 
more affectionate Returns from her Children. Her 
Daughter was conſtantly with her the greateſt Parr 
of her Sickneſs, and when ſhe died, burſt out in- 
to Floods of Tears. Her eldeſt Son came ſeveral 
Times t6 ſee her, though he was ſo diſabled by 
the Gout, that it was not without much Difficul- 
ty and Pain he walkt up the Stairs to her Cham- 
ber. But in the Eſtimate of Nature and Duty, 
nothing is counted hard or difficult; he was bg 
ed her Bed-ſide to pay his laſt Duty, and to re- 
ceive her dying Commands. And fo ſenſible was 
this indulgent Mother of the affectionate Love of 
her Children for her, that a little before her Death, 
ſhe ſaid, her younger Son, who was then in the 
Country, would be mightily concern'd for her : 
So that ſhe felt both that Pain and Comfort, Which 
the Love of duritul Children naturally gives every 
render Mother, : | 


C 7 hirdly, 
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FE Thirdly, Of this Lady Aden 9. ſuch as 
LLNerc felated ro her by her Father's, or Husbands 


Blood. Theſe were received by her into great 
IIntimacies, and treated wich a Generoſity peculiar 
8 to her ſelf. All the Offices of Love and Friend; 
ſhip paſs'd between her ſelf, and chem, and ſhe 
aypear'd never better pleas'd thaii in their Com- 
pany. She ever did them all the Kind Services 
which lay in her Power, and never, that I eyer = 
heard of, ſent any of them away difpleas'd or dif. © © 
ſatisfied wich her. She entertain'd them chearful. 
ly at her Table, and diſcharged all che Offices. of 
natural and inviolable Friendſhip to them. In 
ſhort, they could not be more ready to ask any 1 
Favour of het, than ſhe was to grant it, > 


9 


. 0 


Fourthly, Of her Goodneſs to her Seryants: She 
was remarkably a kind Miftreſs to all of them,“ 
gentle in her Commands, over looking leſſer Fai- 
lings, caſy in her Family, ready to do them any 
Kindneſs, and loath, extremely loath to turn. 
any out of her Service. I never ſaw any Servant 
come from her diſpleas'd, nor heard them make 
any Complaints of her. All were liberal in Prai- 
ſing her as the beſt of Ladies, as indeed ſhe was, 
2 obey'd her more of Love, than of Fear. Up- 

on her-Death-bed ſhe. expreſſed a Care of her 
Servants ;-and by her continual Expreſſions of 
Goodneſs towards them, left them over-whelm'd. 
with Grief for the Loſs of her. 8 ; 


3 


paſd we on now to conſider her Behaviour to- 
wards her Neighbour: She ſeem'd to conſider the 
whole Race of Mankind, as but one univerſal So- 
| ciety | 
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Nations, and combin'd under various Kinds of 
Government; and accordingly ſhe embraced all 
Mankind in her Affections, and wiſh'd and pray'd 
for the Spiritual and Temporal Good of all; and 
did real Offices of Goodneſs and Charity to the 
Diſtreſſed or Indigent who ſought her Favour, as 
far as her Circumſtances would permit. T my 


{elf was a Witneſs of fome liberal Charities which 


the reach'd out to the Poor. I ſhall here ſet down 


one Inſtance, out of many, of her compaſſionate 


Senſe of the Miſeries of the Poor: An ancient, 
induſtrious, infirm Woman, whoſe Bed, and other 
few Houſehold Goods, were ſeized for Rent, ap- 
ply'd her ſelf to me, having heard I fay'd Prayers 


to ſeveral” charitable Ladies. I repreſented the 


Caſe firſt to the deceaſed Lady, and acquainted 
her GRACE, if ſhe would be pleas'd of her 
Goodneſs to give one Part of the Charity, I would, 
endeavour to procure the Remainder from others. 
She immediately replied, She would give it all 
her ſelf, which {he did out of Hand. 


"%, 4 I 9 ) | 1 * 12 * 
Wzcicry, deſcended of one Stock, and form'd by the 
ame Divine Artiſt, however brItch'd into diſtin&* 


This is a fair Specimen of her Goodneſs to the 
 Miſcrable, and diſcovers a Divine Temper, diffu- 


fing and communicating Good. Her Charity was 


not confind to Perſons of any particular Church, 
Sect, and Opinion; ſhe over look d thoſe narrow 


and poor: ſpirited Conſiderations, and, in Imitation 


of her heavenly Father, did good to all the Poor 


ſhe was able, of whatſoever Religious Perſuaſion, 
if they endeavour' d ſincerely to ſerve and fear 


God. I ſhall only obſerve farther of her Charity tg 
$61.4 C 2 | | the 
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the Poor; that it was ready, liberal, and chen 

= ful; no tireſome Mtendance was expected to pu 
chaſe it; no additional Uneaſineſs was given to 
the Miſerable; no Bluſhes raiſed in their Faces by 


24 a churliſh and diſobliging Way of giving. It re- 


'freſhed them ſeaſonably, and came to them in a 
decent and obliging Manner. N | 
Secondly, Of her Juſtice : It was not, I believe; 
in her Wiſhes „ much leſs did ſhe Attempt to in- 
jure any Man's Perſon, good Name or Property; 
t defired to give every one his Due, and hear- 
tily endeayour'd it. And when ſhe found, a cer- 
tain Lady, who had unhappily gain'd upon her - 
Affections, by meanly taking Advantage of her 
Generoſity and good Nature, had involved her in 
fome Debts , it gave her a very ſenſible Trouble 
and Diſquietude, which, I believe, haſten'd her 
Death. But when a Scheme was laid before her 
for the Payment of them, which would have done 
it in a very ſhort Space, ſhe declared her ſelf 3 
pleas'd with the Expedient, and very readily gave . 
unto it. But God was pleas d, for wiſe Reaſons, 1 
doubtleſs, to take her ro himſelf, before ſhe had 
finiſh'd this good Work ſhe had ſo much at Hearr. 
However, upon her Death- Bed, ſhe deſir d, in my 
hearing, her Debts might be paid. And I doubt 
not, but her Worthy Son, the Heir of her Honour 
and Virtues, will-count it Religion to perform her 
dying Requeſts, and not to ſuffer the Honour of 
the Family to be deminiſh'd by the Reproaches of 
indigent and ruin d Tradeſinen. | 
1 have not Time to fpeak particularly to her 
Truth, and other Moral Virtues; all who — the 
onour 
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do know her, faw theſe Virtues in her 
eeeim'd, and diſccrn'd an open Plainneſs and 
Godly Sincerity in the whole Courſe of her Life. 
Th the laſt Place of her exemplary Patience and 
= Reſfienation to the Will of God. She quietly ac- 
quiefced in God's Diſpoſal of her, and ſubmitted 
to his Fatherly Chaſtiſements, wichour the leaſt . 
e of Rcluctance; no Murmurings or Repi- 
_— nings; no fooliſh Charges againſt God, or bold 
__—_— Arraipnments of his Providence, proceeded out of 
dier Mouth: On the contrary, ſhe receiv'd the Ho- 
ly Euchariſt from the Hands of a Reverend Pre- 
late, (with whom ſhe had contracted for ſome 


Time a holy Friendſhip) and celebrated her Lord's 
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8. 
Death with great Devotion and Comfort, and 
Join'd heartily in thoſe excellent Prayers of our 
Church, in the Office of the Viſitation of the Sick, 
four Times on the Day ſhe died, profeſſing her 
Truſt in God, and calling for his Help in that 
Time of ſad Diſtreſs. Thus, deceaſed, this Vir- 
tuous Lady in the Communion of this pure Re- 
form'd Church, into which ſhe had been baptiz'd 
in the true Faith and Fear of God, and in an hum- 
ble Confidence of a final Acceptance with him, 
through the Alone Merits of her dear Saviour Je- 

ſus Chriſt, 
I have not Time, nor indeed, the Will, to dwelF. 
long on her perſonal ® ago theſe are 
Perfections of a low Rate, in Compariſon of thoſe 


noble Excellencies of Religion and Virtue, which 
I have diſcours'd on: Theſe latter farniſh a Chara- = 
Qer of themſelves, and charm the Powers -J the- 4 

Under- 4 
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EE Taderſtanding ; whereas the firſt are little Embet. © 
| = - -*Hſhments 1K pretineſſes, which only pleaſe and 
TT *prarify. che Eye or Ear. I will but juſt gage 
1 chem: The Accompliſhments of her Perſon, wwe 
an Air of Majeſty and Greatneſs, a ſurprizing** 
Firmneſs of Spirit, Chearfulneſs without Light 
neſs, an open Carriage temper d with a becoming 
Reſervedneſs, and a graceful Addreſs without 4 þ 
= Carleſſneſs or Aſſectation. In ſhort, her Speech, 
and every Action, was exceeding E ay, Natural, 
and Becoming. Theſe fine Accompliſhments on'2 
the Lady, as they are call'd, ſhe did not Value. 
her ſelf upon; her Affections and Heart were ſet 
: upon Faith, Love, Humility, and the Fayour and 
loving Kindneſs of God; in theſe, eſpecially, ſhe de- 
lIighted, and taſted Satisfaction. 


1 ſhall conclude with one or 2 Obſervations = 
from what I have ſaid of the holy Life and blet- 9 
ſed Death of this Excellent Lay. | 


In the Firſt Place, This Conſideration, , that ſhe 
7 lived and died ſo well, furniſhes ſolid Comfort to 
| her Children, and which will ſerve, in a good 
Meaſure, to abate the Uncafineſs and Trouble of 
natural Affection upon this ſorrowful Occaſion. 
For though you cannot help grieving for the Loſs . 
of ſo Tender a Mother; yet there is big Conſola- 
Gon in this Thought, that your Loſs is her un- 
ſpcakable Gain, that her Departure from you, is 
the Beginning of a glorious Immortality to her. 
But 190 hoped to haye enjoy d her Company lon- 
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dad chis troubles you that ſhe was taken . Þ 
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om you ſooner chan you expected. But, in the 


nc of Wisdom, chis ought not to trouble 
chat ſpe is ſooner Happy than you expect“ 1 
woah, but you mult, after all, lament chat ſhe 1 


barted from you. Granting.this Conſideration; 
at ſhe is taken. from you for-a while. to be juſt 
latter of Grief; yet {till there is far greater 
Comfort and Joy in the Hope of Meeting, and 
being Eternally wich her in that Future State 
of conſummate Glory and Bleſſedneſs, ſhe is paſs'd. 
into the ſweet Fruition of. In fine, the greater | 
your Love was towards her, the leſs your Grief ' 
ought to be when you reflect, that ſhe. is removed- 

out of a troubleſome and ſinful World, plac'd 


above the Reach of all Hazards and Dangers, and 

E tranſlated into the Everiaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Thete Conſidera- 
tions, rhough not ſufficient to ſtop rhe impetuous 
© Courſe of natural Aﬀection; yer, if dwelt often 
upon, and kept in ſight, will alleviate very much 


4 


its Uneaſineſs and Trouble. 


Secondly, Let all of us be perſuaded, who either 
Were Eyc-witncſies of the Virtues of this pious 
Lady, or ſhall come to the Knowledge of them by 
the Reports of thoſe who were fo, to imitate her 
holy Life, and to practice all thoſe good Works. 
ſhe was converfant about. Let us wiſely lay a ſure 
Foundation of a bleſſed Immortality, as the did, | 
in a Life of univerſal Righteouſneſs; and in our * 
laſt Agonies, let us, after her Example, place our 5 
* | humble- 
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